                                     IRISH CHAMPIONSHIP 1968
                                      Round 1
                  N. Stewart                    Paul Cassidy
                      1. c4                              Nf6
                      2. Nc3                            g6
                     3. d4                              Bg7
                     4. e4                                d6
                     5. f4                                c5
                     6. d5                              0-0
                     7. Nf3                            Bg4
                    8. Be2                             Bf3
                    9. Bf3                             Ne8
                  10. 0-0                             Nbd7
                  11. Qc2                             a6
                  12.   a4                            Rb8
                  13. Rb1                           Nc7
                  14. b3                              b5
                  15. Bb2                           bc4
                   16. bc4                          Na8
                   17. Ne2                          Bb2
                   18. Rb2                          Qa5
                   19. Ra2                          Rb4
                   20. Ng3                          Nab6
                   21. Be2                          Ra4
                  22. Ra4                           Qa4
                  23. Qc3                          Qb4
                  24. Qc2                          Na8
                  25. Rb1                          Qa5
                  26. Rb7                          Nab6
                 27. e5                             Rb8
                28. Rb8                            Nb8
               29. ed6                                 ed6
               30. Qe4                                 Kf8
               31. h4                                    Qa1
               32. Kh2                                   Nbd7
               33. f5                                       Qd4
               34. fg6                                      hg6
               35. Qf3                                     Qh4
               36. Kg1                                     Qd4
               37. Kh2                                    Qh4
               38. Kg1                                      Ne4
               39. Qb3                                     Qd4
               40. Kh2                                     Qh4
                                            0-1  
I didn’t play the opening very well but outplayed him in the middle game.

                                   Round 2
               Paul Cassidy                            Brian Reilly
               1. c4                                              f5
               2. d4                                             Nf6
               3. g3                                              e6
               4. a3                                              d5
              5. Bg2                                             c6
              6. cd5                                             cd5
              7. Nf3                                             Nc6
              8. Nc3                                             Be7
             9. Bg5                                              0-0
            10. Bf6                                              Bf6
            11. e3                                                Bd7
            12. 0-0                                               Qb6
            13. b4                                                Ne7
            14. Na4                                             Qd6
            15. Nc5                                              Bc8
             16. Qd2                                              b6
             17. Nd3                                             Ba6
             18. Rfc1                                            Bc4
             19. Nde5                                           Rac8
             20. Bf1                                               b5
             21. Nd3                                              Rfd8
             22. Nc5                                               Rb8
             23. a4                                                 Nc6
             24. ab5                                               Bb5
             25. Bb5                                               Rb5
             26. Ra6                                               Rb6
             27. Rb6                                               ab6
             28. Nb7                                              Qd7
             29. Nd8                                               Nd8
             30. Qc3                                                Kf8
             31. Ne5                                                Be5
             32. de5                                                Ke8
             33. Qc7                                                 b5
             34. Qd7                                                 Kd7
             35. Rc5                                                  Nc6
              36. Rb5                                                 Ne5
             37. Rb7                                                   Kc6
             38. Rg7                                                   Nd3
              39. Rh7                                                  Nb4
             40. f4
                                           1-0
This was a nice positional game, perhaps my best of the tournament.

                              



                                                  Round 3
          Bill Lewis                                       Paul Cassidy
          1. e4                                                   e6
          2. d3                                                  d5
          3. Nd2                                                   g7
          4. Ngf3                                                Bg7
          5. g3                                                      c5
          6. Bg2                                                    Nc6
          7. 0-0                                                     Nge7
          8. Re1                                                    0-0
          9. Rb1                                                     Bd7
         10. c3                                                     Qb6
          11. Nb3                                                  d4
           12. cd4                                                  Nd4
           13. Nbd4                                                cd4
           14. Bf4                                                    Rfd8
           15. Qd2                                                  Nc6
           16. e5                                                      Nb4
            17. Bg5                                                    Rdc8
            18. Bf6                                                     h6
            19. Bg7                                                   Kg7
           20. Qf4                                                    Nd3
           21. Qf6                                                     Kg8
           22. Re4                                                    Rc1
          23. Rc1                                                      Nc1
          24. Rh4                                                      Qd8
          25. Qd8                                                    Rd8
          26. Nd4                                                      Bc8
         27. Bf3                                                         Nd6
         28. Nb5                                                        Ne5
          29. Bg2                                                        Rd1
        30.  Bb1                                                        Nf3
         31. Kg2                                                        Nh4
         32. gh4                                                         a6
         33. Nc3                                                         Rd2
         34. b4                                                          Bd7
         35. Ne4                                                       Bc6
                                 0-1
Not well played by me. White definitely has the initiative in the middle game but went astray.

                                 Round 4
              Wolfgang Heidenfeld                                    Paul Cassidy 
         1. e4                                                                c5
         2. c3                                                                d5
         3. ed5                                                            Qd5
         4. d4                                                                 cd4
         5. cd4                                                                e5
         6. de5                                                              Qe5
        7. Be2                                                                Nc6
        8. Nf3                                                                 Qd6
        9. Bd2                                                                Nf6
       10. 0-0                                                                Be7
       11. Qa4                                                               Bd7
        12. Bf4                                                                Ne5
      13. Qb3                                                                  Nf3
      14. Qf3                                                                   Qb6
       15. Nc3                                                                  0-0
      16. Qg3                                                                  Rfc8
      17. Be5                                                                   Bf8
     18. Rad1                                                                 Bf5
     19. Rd2                                                                   Rc3
     20. Bc3                                                                   Ne4
     21. Qf4                                                                   Nd2
    22. Qd2                                                                        Be6
                                          0.5-0.5
I was very happy with a draw against Wolfgang (and so perhaps was he). Deliberately played for simplifications in the opening.

                                                  Round 5
                     Paul Cassidy                                          David Wilson
      1. c4                                                                              Nf6
      2. Nc3                                                                            d5
      3. d4                                                                               g7
      4. Nf3                                                                           Bg7
      5. e3                                                                              0-0
      6. Bd3                                                                             b6
      7. cd5                                                                            Nd5
      8. Nd5                                                                           Qd5
      9. Qc2                                                                              c6
     10. Be4                                                                            Bf5
      11. Bf5                                                                            Qf5
     12. Qf5                                                                              gf5
     13. Bd2                                                                             Nd7
     14. Bb4                                                                               c5
     15. dc5                                                                               Bb2
     16. Rb1                                                                              bc5
     17. Rb2                                                                                cb4
     18. Rb4                                                                               Rab8
     19. Rd4                                                                                 Rb1
     20. Rd1                                                                                Rfb8
     21. 0-0                                                                                   Rd1
     22. Rd1                                                                                 Rb2
     23. g3                                                                                     Nf6
     24. Rd2                                                                                  Rd2
     25. Nd2                                                                                   Ne5
      26. Nb1                                                                                 Kg7
    27. f3                                                                                       Nd6
    28. Kf2                                                                                     Kf6
    29. Ke2                                                                                    Ke6
    30. Nc3                                                                                    Kd7
    31. Kd3                                                                                     Kc6
    32. e4                                                                                        fe4
    33. fe4                                                                                       Nb5
    34. Nd5                                                                                      Kd6
    35. Kc4                                                                                        Nc7
    36. Nc7                                                                                       Kc7
    37. Kc5  (Kd5 is very strong, advantage 1.8 0n computer)Kd7
   38. Kb5                                                                                         Ke6
   39. Ka6 ??                                                                                    Ke5 ?? ( f5 wins)
   40. a4                                                                                           Ke4
   41. Ka7                                                                                         Kf5
  42. Kb6                                                                                          e5
43. Kb5 
                                       1-0 (!!)
Black suffered a double tragedy in this game. He resigned in a drawn position (although the draw was difficult enough to see). Worse still, he missed a win four moves earlier when I pressed too hard for a win in order to keep pace with Heidenfeld). On the other hand, I would have been very close to winning after Kd5.  

                                                         



                                                            Round 6
                          Paul Cassidy                                      Ray Byrne
                                 1. c4                                                 Nf6
                                 2. Nc3                                                e6
                                 3. d4                                                 Bb4
                                 4. Qc2                                                 c5
                                 5. e3                                                 Nc6
                                 6. Nf3                                               0-0 
                                 7. Bd3                                               b6
                             8. a3                                                        Bc3
                             9. Qc3                                                     Bb7
                           10. dc5                                                      bc5
                            11. 0-0                                                       d5
                            12. cd5                                                      Qd5
                            13. b3                                                         e5
                            14. Bb2                                                        Rae8
                            15. Bc4                                                         Qe4
                            16. Nd2                                                        Qg6
                            17. f3                                                               e4
                             18. f4                                                           Rd8
                             19. Be2                                                          Rd5
                            20. Rad1                                                       Red8
                            21. Nc4                                                           Nd4
                            22. ed4                                                            cd4
                            23. Rd4 (Qb4)                                               Rd4
                            24. Qb4                                                             Rd2
                            25. Nd2                                                              Rd2
                            26. Qd2
                                                             1-0
To my recollection, the last few moves were played in serious time pressure for both sides. Black’s 21….Nd4 looked good and was very hard to meet in time pressure and under the tensions of a hard fought game. 23. Qb4 won easily but the move played ( Rd4 ) also gave White a superior game. Black’s double sacrifice on d2 was bases on the hallucination that after 26.Qd2 26….e3 won the Queen by threatening mate on g2, forgetting that Qd2 also threatened mate with Qd8. Even if White had not the made with Qd8 he would still have won after 26…e3 27. Bd3  
                                                          Round 7
Game score lost
                                                          Round 8  
                                   Eddie Lewis                                Paul Cassidy                               
                                1. d4                                                   Nf6
                                2. c4                                                      g6
                                3. Nc3                                                  Bg7
                              4. e4                                                             d6
                              5. Be2                                                          0-0
                              6. Nf3                                                         Nbd7
                              7. 0-0                                                             c6
                              8. Ne1                                                          e5
                               9. d5                                                            cd5
                              10. ed5                                                        Ne8
                               11. Be3                                                          f5
                               12. f4                                                              ef4
                               13. Bf4                                                          Qb6
                               14. Kh1                                                          Qb2
                               15. Rf3                                                           Qb6
                               16. Qc2                                                          Qd8
                               17. Qd2                                                          Nc5
                               18. Rb1                                                            Nf6
                               19. Bd3                                                             a6
                               20. Bh6                                                            Bh6
                               21. Qh6                                                            Ng4
                               22. Qf4                                                             Ne5
                               23. Rg3                                                              Qf6
                               24. Bf1                                                               Bd7
                               25. h3                                                                 Kh8
                               26. Qg5                                                               Qg5
                               27. Rg5                                                                  f4
                               28. g3                                                                     h6
                               29. Re5                                                                 de5
                               30. gf4                                                                   Rf4
                               31. Nd3                                                                 Nd3
                               32.Bd3
                                                                     0-1
                   Not a bad positional game. 

                                                        Round 9
                             Paul Cassidy                           David Cox
                          1. c4                                              Nf6
                          2. Nc3                                            g6
                          3. e4                                              d6
                          4. d4                                             Bg7
                          5. f3                                              0-0
                          6. Be3                                           b6
                          7. Bd3                                          Bb7
                         8. Nge2                                         c5
                         9. d5                                              e6
                        10. h3                                          ed5
                        11. cd5                                       Re8
                        12. Qd2                                      Ba6
                        13. Ba6                                       Na6
                         14. 0-0-0 (??)                           Nc7
                        15. g4                                        b5
                        16. Ng3                                      b4
                        17. Nce2                                  Nb5
                        18. Rdg1                                  Qa5
                         19. Kd1                                   Qa2
                       20. Nc1                                         Qa4
                       21. Ke2                                          c4
                       22. Kf2                                         c3
                       23. bc3                                        Nc3
                      24. Ke1                                         Nd7
                      25. Nf5                                          Ne5
                      26. Kf2                                          Nc4
                      27 Qd3                                         Ne3
                      28. Ke3                                         gf5
                      29. gf5                                          Kh8
                      30. Rg7                                         Kg7
                      31. Rg1                                         Kh8
                     32. Qd4                                         Re5
                     33. f4                                             f6
                    34. fe5                                           de5
                    35. Qd2                                        Rg8
                    36. Rg8                                         Kg8
                     37. d6                                           Qd7
                     38. Nb3                                       Nb5
                     39. Qd5                                      Kh8
                    40. Nc5                                        Qd6
                    41. Qa8                                       Kg7
                    42. Qb7                                      Kh6
                    43. Qb5                                      Qd4 ( draw offer)
                     44. Kf3                                       Qc3 
                     45. Nd3                                      b3
                     46. Qa6                                      Kg5
                     47. h4                                          Kh5
                     48. Qb5                                       Kh4
                      49. Qd7                                       h5
                     50. Qd8                                      Kh3
                    51 Ke2 (much too late)             b2
                    52. Nf2                                          Kg2
                   53. Qg8                                          Qg3
                                                    0-1
14. 0-0-0 was a dreadful positional mistake, my worst move of the tournament. Black just poured over me after that and his game largely played itself. I was being absolutely hammered. Then in a final act of desperation, I threw in the Old Guard like Napoleon at Waterloo and sacrificed a Knight followed by the exchange to go a full Rook down. But unlike Napoleon at Waterloo salvation beckoned. Black wobbled under the pressure and I got back my sacrificed material in spades, actually emerging a piece ahead for two pawns. But the position was unwinnable. Black rallied and played the ending, which was drawn, very well. I refused his offer of a draw as I had to win to catch Wolfgang Heidenfeld and lost the ending through overpressing. 
Despite its many flaws, this was a most exciting game, a real titanic struggle. I still remember the crowd of spectators around the board during the final 10 moves of the first session with both of us in severe time pressure and in a hugely tension filled position.

                                    OVERVIEW OF TOURNAMENT
This was a weak Irish Championship which quickly developed into a two horse race between Wolfgang Heidenfeld and me. We were tied together for most of the week, occasionally swapping places as each of us were held to a draw in different rounds. We entered the final round tied on 7/8, a full two points ahead of the nearest competitor. Has I accepted a draw in my last round game, I would have finished runner up on 7.5 points, possibly the highest runner up total in the history of the championship.

I did not, however, play to my best chess in this championship. I won a lot of games through sheer dogged determination and good middle game play after coming out of the opening with not great positions. I was very lucky that David Wilson resigned a drawn position and it could have been worse. Wolfgang Heidenfeld was the deserving winner of the championship.

Paul Cassidy
25 March 2026





                                                                                                                         

                    
                                                                           
                                           
 
                                                
